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loor, and then reapplying several thin 
coats of inish on the loor.  

PROTECT

Floor mats do more than just protect 
the loors. As much as 80 per cent of the 
soils in a building are “walked in” on the 
bottom of shoes, so an efective loor 
mat system can help keep the facility 
clean and safe. 

An efective loor mat system involves 
installing three types of mats that work 
together to capture the moisture and soil 
at building entries and prevent it from 
coming into the facility. Here’s how:

A scraper mat scrapes larger debris 
from shoe bottoms, so it goes outside 
the doorway, or if not possible, in the 
vestibule or as the irst mat. While it does 
capture moisture, the goal of the scraper 
mat is also to hold debris, soils, and ice 
melt, preventing them from entering 
the building. Bi-level construction lets 
contaminants drift down below the 
surface of the mat.

The wiper/scraper mat follows the 
scraper mat in the vestibule in a double 
doorway entry or as the irst mat placed 
directly in the facility. The wiper/scraper 
picks up where the scraper mat left of 
by continuing to capture soils and further 
remove moisture from shoes.

As a final defense, the wiper mat 
follows the wiper/scraper mat, removing 
even more soils and moisture. In total, 
there should be roughly 20 linear feet of 
matting at all the entry ways.

When all three mats are installed, 
upwards of 70 per cent of all 
contaminants can be removed from 
shoe bottoms. ISSA, the worldwide 
cleaning association, has shown that it is 
less expensive overall to have an efective 
matting system that traps soils at entry 
ways than removing the soils once they 
are tracked into the building.

N
orth Americans spend 
more than $1 billion 
annually on hard-surface 
floor care products. And 
if facility managers don’t 

take preventive measures, especially 
before and during the harsh winter 
months, they may pay more than 
necessary to keep floors clean and safe.  

Complicating matters, the loors may 
also sustain damage if these preventive 
measures are not taken. The real reason 
for applying a inish to a hard surface loor 
is to protect the loor, not necessarily to 
produce the high-gloss shine so many 
managers want to see.

To prepare for winter, take the 
following preventive loor-care measures:  

Restore the loors with deep scrubbing 
and recoating.

Protect the loor with an efective 
matting system to help keep moisture, 
soil, ice melt, and other floor-
damaging contaminants from being 
walked onto loors.
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STOP SNOW IN ITS TRACKS

It’s possible to safeguard loors from seasonal damage by 
taking steps to restore, protect and maintain hard surfaces 
before, during and after harsh weather arrives. A cleaning 
solutions expert explains how 
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Maintain the loors with an efective 
neutral loor cleaner and/or ice melt 
haze remover.

RESTORE

A clean and shiny loor makes a irst 
impression on visitors and occupants 
when they walk into a building. What’s 
more, a shiny loor tends to be easier to 
clean and maintain, helping reduce the 
amount of time cleaning professionals 
spend on winter loor care. 

It’s important to perform restorative 
measures before winter arrives. Some 
floor care chemicals, including the 
inish, may not work or adhere as well 
to the loor in a cold, often dry, winter 
environment. Also, the loor inish may 
freeze in transport during the winter. 

The goal is to have the loor armed 
and ready to meet winter challenges. 
Restorative measures will ensure just 
that. They include deep scrubbing and 
recoating, or stripping the current inish 
of the loor, cleaning and rinsing the 
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mop, change it frequently, and 
change the mop water as soon as 
it begins to discolour. The more 
contaminated the mop becomes, 
the more it spreads soils rather than 
removes them. 

MAINTAIN

From here, the goal is to maintain 
as clean a floor as possible once 
winter arrives. 

Use an automatic scrubber on larger 
areas to remove embedded soils that 
can mar the loor’s appearance and 
damage its protective coating. 

It’s possible to maintain smaller 
loors using a mop cleaning-system, 
but remember to always use a fresh 

It’s critical to use an effective 
neutral floor cleaner — one that 
has the eicacy to remove the type 
and soil loads associated with winter 
conditions. However, if ice melt 
products are used, a neutral floor 
cleaner may not remove the haze 
caused by the ice melter. Look for 
loor cleaners speciically designed to 
remove this haze.

REPEAT

Applying an effective neutral floor 
cleaner and/or ice melt haze remover, 
as well as using a good matting system, 
will help protect looring during the 
harsh winter months and keep these 
maintenance costs in check. When 
these steps have been taken, all the loor 
should need come spring is that same 
deep scrubbing and re-coating used to 
restore the surface in the fall.  | CFM&D  

Don’t forget to maintain the mats

A three-part loor matting system can be effective year-round, but it’s 
important to take a few basic steps to keep the system functioning at its best:

Vacuum the mats every day and even throughout the day.

Replace wet or soiled mats with dry and clean mats as soon as possible.

Clean mats using a carpet extractor, especially during the winter; lay the 

mats lat to dry.

Make sure there are no gaps between the mats.

Check the surface below the mat; if it’s wet, air dry the mat before re-

installing it so as to protect the backing.

Replace torn mats to help prevent slip-and-fall accidents.

A high-quality, well-maintained matting system should last at least three 

years, possibly more. 

Based in Canada, Paul Goldin is vice president, professional cleaning solutions, at Avmor, 

Ltd. Avmor is one of North America’s leading cleaning chemical manufacturers. He can be 

reached through his company website, www.avmor.com
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