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HOW YOU CAN SIGNIFICANTLY GROW YOUR CHEMICAL SALES & MARKET SHARE  

WITH AVMOR’S GREENGUARD GOLD CERTIFIED PRODUCTS 

Nowadays almost every manufacturer/distributor has Green Certified Produts (ECOLOGO,  Safer Choice label1 

or Green Seal).  For the most part, in the eye of most purchasers, these products work great and are priced 

competitively.  Therefore, the challenge becomes – how to better differentiate, create a unique proposition 

with less competitors.  If not, then in the minds of the prospects, all alternatives are equal so the differentiator 

becomes price – the one with the lowest price. 

By understanding what is GREENGUARD Certification, how the testing & certification works, as well as the 

many significant health and cognitive benefits of improved indoor air quality, you can better differentiate your 

Avmor product solutions offering.  Once you have the prospect requiring GREENGUARD Certification, in 

addition to Green Seal or ECOLOGO, on their cleaning programs, you greately reduce the number of 

competitors and drastically improve your opportunity for success – growing your chemical sales and 

incremental market share. 

Therefore, get in early and work to have all tenders, RFPs, selection criteria, etc., require not only ECOLOGO or 

Green Seal ‘Green’ Certification, but also to have, in addition to Green Certification – GREENGUARD  

Certification.  This is applicable in helping our BSC customers using this tactic to help them grow their business 

and market share. It will help you and your distributors to go after the Education, Senior Living, Healthcare, 

etc., customers requiring GREENGUARD in addition to their existing Green Certification. 

1) HOW IMPORTANT IS INDOOR AIR QUALITY TO YOUR CUSTOMER? 

The financial impact of poor Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) is great. It cost the economy $20B/year in workers 

compensation and healthcare. It is estimated that it cost businesses $120B/year in litigation costs plus there is 

a cost of remediation and negative publicity it may cost your business.  (Source:  US Environment Protection 

Agency) 

As a culture, North Americans spend 90 percent of our time indoors, and in the majority of cases the air 

quality inside is far worse than it is outside which can cause an adverse effect on a person’s health. Indoor 

environments can be contaminated by chemical and  organic pollutants that migrate from outdoors or that 

                                                           
1 Previous known as Designed for the Environment (Dfe) – Changed in Feb. 2015 
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result from gas stoves and other indoor sources, such as cleaning chemicals, building materials, pets, radon, 

and tobacco smoke. 

With climate change, any changes in the outdoor levels of pollutants or allergens could affect indoor levels. 

Extreme weather conditions associated with climate change may lead to risks of infiltration of water into 

indoor spaces (flooding) and associated growth of mold or bacteria. 

Flooding may cause building materials to breakdown and lead to off-gassing of chemicals. 

In addition, any measures implemented in buildings or institutions to reduce energy use in buildings, such as 

lowering ventilation rates may cause higher exposures to pollutants emitted from indoor sources. 

There is a need to be aware of the potential health risks related to the indoor air quality (IAQ) environment, 

especially for vulnerable populations such as children, elderly and those with compromised immune 

systems. 

According to studies conducted by UL Environment, more than 10,000 chemicals have been identified as 

negative impact on IAQ.   These chemicals can trigger headaches, asthma, allergy attacks, reproductive and 

developmental problems, irritation and cancer. Poor indoor air quality is recognized by the U.S. EPA, the 

American Lung Association, and the World Health Organization as “one of the greatest modern risks to human 

health.” Source control is the best strategy to reduce indoor air pollution and limit chemical exposure 

(Source: US Environment Protection Agency). 

1a) INDOOR AIR QUALITY AFFECTS HEALTH. 

Indoor Air Quality is an important aspect of health and sustainability. As awareness and concerns for IAQ 

grow, this has become a top priority for many institutions and businesses. Air pollutants indoors are typically 

2-5 times higher than outdoors, and may be significantly worse. Common VOCs and other chemical pollutants 

in indoor air include carcinogens, reproductive toxins, odours and irritants.  

According to the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission, health effects from indoor air 

pollutants may be experienced soon after exposure or, possibly, years later. Immediate effects may show up 

after a single exposure or repeated exposures. These include irritation of the eyes, nose, and throat, 

headaches, dizziness, and fatigue. The likelihood of immediate reactions to indoor air pollutants depends on 

several factors. Age and pre-existing medical conditions are two important influences.  In other cases, whether 

a person reacts to a pollutant depends on individual sensitivity. Other health effects may show up either 
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years after exposure has occurred or only after long or repeated periods of exposure. These effects, which 

include respiratory diseases such as asthma, heart disease, and cancer, can be severely debilitating or fatal. 

Therefore, this indicates it is prudent to try to improve the indoor air quality even if symptoms are not 

noticeable. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control, 1 in 14 people have asthma. This accounts for 24 million North 

Americans. This is 7.4 percent of adults and 8.6 percent of children.  

The strongest risk factors for developing asthma are: (Source: Asthma Society of Canada) 

•  A family history of asthma and/or allergy (eczema, allergic rhinitis)  

•  Exposure, in infancy, to high levels of antigen such as dust mites and cleaning chemicals.  

•  Exposure to tobacco smoke or chemical irritants in the workplace or building.  

Asthma is the leading chronic disease in children. It is also the top reason for missed school days 

(absenteeism). According to Statistics Canada, 8.5% of the population (aged 12 and over) have been 

diagnosed as having asthma. Asthma rates in children under the age of 5 have increased 160% over a 14 year 

period (Source: National Institutes of Health). The Annual direct healthcare cost of asthma is approximately 

$11.5B, with additional indirect costs such as lost productivity of another $4.6B (Source: Greening America’s 

Schools: Costs and Benefits, Gregory Kats: http://www.usgbc.org/Docs/Archive/General/Docs2908.pdf). 

While elderly patients with asthma face disproportionate morbidity, the burden of asthma is more significant 

in the elderly than in their younger counterparts, particularly with regard to mortality, hospitalization, medical 

costs or health-related quality of life. Once hospitalized, the death rate attributable to asthma for patients 

older than 65 years is 14 times higher than patients aged 18-35 years.   

1b) GOOD INDOOR AIR QUALITY AFFECTS LEARNING AND PRODUCTIVITY: 

Good Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) improves productivity. Based on a research at the Harvard University T. H. Chan 

School of Public Health’s Center for Health and the Global Environment, evaluated the cognitive performance 

of 24 participants who experienced conditions in a laboratory setting that simulate those found in 

conventional and green buildings, as well as green buildings with enhanced ventilation (improved IAQ). 

The study demonstrated Indoor Building Environment has significant, positive impact on cognitive function. 

Researchers measured cognitive function for nine functional domains, including basic, applied and focused 

http://www.usgbc.org/Docs/Archive/General/Docs2908.pdf
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activity levels; task orientation; crisis response; information seeking; information usage; breadth of approach; 

and strategy. 

The largest improvements in cognitive function test scores occurred in the areas of crisis response, 

information usage and strategy. 

• Crisis response scores were 97 percent higher for the green environment and 131 percent higher for the 

green environment with enhanced ventilation and lower carbon dioxide levels compared to the 

conventional environment. 

• Information usage scores for green and enhanced green environments were 172 and 299 percent higher 

than in the conventional environment, respectively. 

• For strategy, green and enhanced green scores were 183 and 288 percent higher than the conventional 

environment. 

Employees’ cognitive performance scores averaged 101 percent higher in green building environments with 

enhanced ventilation and improved IAQ compared to a conventional building environment. Participants’ 

cognitive function test scores doubles in indoor environments with improved indoor environmental quality.  

The study suggests that indoor environments can have a profound impact on the decision-making 

performance of students and workers, which is a primary indicator of worker productivity and learning. To 

find out more about the study, click here: http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/press-releases/green-office-

environments-linked-with-higher-cognitive-function-scores/ 

2) GREENGUARD PROGRAM AND CERTIFICATION  

Since 2001, the GREENGUARD Certification Program assures that products designed for use in indoor 

environment meet strict chemical emissions standards which contribute to the creation of healthier interiors. 

Products that hold the GREENGUARD Certification mark indicates to the marketplace that a product is low-

emitting in chemical emissions and volatile organic compounds (VOCs). Products that have the 

GREENGUARD Certification have been independently tested and certified to demonstrate that they meet one 

of UL Environment’s rigorous ISO Guide 65 accredited third-party GREENGUARD Certification standards. The 

GREENGUARD Certification standards are based on established emission criteria used by the State of 

California, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and other reputable public health agencies.  

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/press-releases/green-office-environments-linked-with-higher-cognitive-function-scores/
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/news/press-releases/green-office-environments-linked-with-higher-cognitive-function-scores/
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The GREENGUARD GOLD Certification (formerly known as GREENGUARD Children & Schools 

Certification) offers even stricter certification criteria. It takes into consideration the safety factors of sensitive 

individuals such as children and the elderly and ensures that a product is acceptable for use in environments 

such as schools and healthcare facilities. Health-related factors such as IAQ were among the benefits of green 

building cited as most important with 55% of global architecture, engineering, and construction firms naming 

occupant health as a top factor – an increase from 29% in 2008 (Source: McGraw Hill 2012 World Green 

Building Trends).  

The GREENGUARD GOLD Certification provides facility managers, decision makers and other purchasers’ 

confidence that a product will have reduced impact on indoor air quality exposure levels. Knowing and 

demonstrating that your products contribute to a healthier, safer indoor environment by having low VOCs 

and other harmful chemical emissions, you can anticipate the needs of the consumer and differentiate in the 

marketplace. Products are tested for more than 10,000 chemicals in state-of-the-art stainless environmental 

chambers. All test methods and procedures comply with applicable ASTM (American Society for Testing and 

Material) and ISO standards for measuring chemical emissions from indoor products. GREENGUARD GOLD 

Certified products can be used to earn valuable credits in the CHPS Best Practices Manual for K-12 schools, the 

US Green Building Council's LEED® Green Building Rating Systems, the Green Guide for Healthcare, the NAHB 

Green Building Guidelines, Green Globes, Regreen and many other building codes, standards and 

specifications. 

As an end user, GREENGUARD Gold Certification takes into account safety factors for sensitive individuals 

such as children and the elderly and helps ensure that a product is acceptable for use in environments such 

as schools and healthcare facilities.  Children’s vital organs are underdeveloped, making them more 

vulnerable to health complications associated with chemical exposure. Children rapidly breathe in a greater 

quantity of air than adults do – a higher body weight for the same amount of chemical exposure.  

Though, IAQ is a health concern for everyone, but even more so for the elderly. Due to similar indicators that 

may cause a younger and healthier person some mild discomfort, IAQ can turn into a chronic and even fatal 

infection for an older person. 

One factor is that the elderly have weaker immune systems. It simply follows that as the body gets physically 

weaker, so does all the other systems at work in the body. With the loss of physical vigor, hormone levels 

drop, healing takes longer, and the immune system will struggle with bacteria that it once dispatched with 
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ease. This is a huge reason why an unhealthful pollution index will cause discomfort for a young athlete, but 

seniors are advised to stay indoors. 

Finally, with age and the weakening of the body’s ability to filter out and dispose of air pollution come other 

diseases affecting both the heart and the lungs. So, when the air pollution index is up, these diseases can 

become worse. Studies have shown that hospitals around the country know well that when the ozone and 

particulate matter is up, the number of seniors coming in the emergency room will increase. 

Companies having products with GREENGUARD Certification are recognized as thought leaders, an authority 

in the sustainable cleaning industry. It demonstrates a manufacturer’s commitment to the health and well-

being of people who use their products. Once products are certified, manufacturers can label their products 

with the GREENGUARD Certification mark and list them in the GREENGUARD Sustainable Product Guide, a 

purchasing tool used by thousands of architects, interior designers, building managers and other specifying 

professionals. The free online product guide is available at www.greenguard.org. 

3) HOW IS GREENGUARD RECOGNIZED AND REFERENCED?  

GREENGUARD Certified Products are recognized and referenced by more than 550 green building programs, 

codes, standards, and purchasing specifications for companies and institutions around the world. It is 

referenced by both ‘The Collaborative for High Performance Schools (CHPS)’ and the ‘Leadership in Energy 

and Environmental Design’ (LEED) Building Rating System. GREENGUARD Certification is the most frequently 

named third-party certification for green products with 20% of US firms that use third-party certification 

naming it as their top of mind response. Over 80% of home builders and remodelers use products that 

improve indoor air quality (Source:  Dodge Construction Green Outlook, 2013). All GREENGUARD Certified 

Products are listed in a free, online database to help facility managers, specifier, purchasers, and consumers 

find products that contribute to healthier indoor environments. 

4) CRITERION USED FOR GREENGUARD CERTIFICATION 

GREENGUARD Certification is achieved after completing a certification development plan.  The process begins 

with a manufacturing review. Next, representative materials and product samples are selected for profile 

study testing. If the profile study results are favorable, the appropriate products will be comprehensively 

tested. Once a product completes the initial certification process, manufacturers are required to submit their 

products for regular annual compliance testing. Products are tested for more than 10,000 chemical emissions 

http://www.greenguard.org/
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and 360 VOCs, in state-of-the-art stainless steel environmental chambers. All test methods and procedures 

comply with applicable ASTM and ISO standard for measuring chemical emissions from indoor products. 

In addition to limiting chemical emissions of over 360 VOCs and total emissions of over 10,000 chemicals 

combined, GREENGUARD GOLD Certified products must comply with requirements of the State of 

California’s Department of Public Health “Standard Method for the Testing and Evaluation of Volatile 

Organic chemical Emissions from Indoor Sources Using Environmental Chambers, Version 1.1 (2010)” (Also 

known as California NP Section 01350). GREENGUARD GOLD Certification provide a competitive advantage in 

an increasingly “green washed” marketplace by serving as a health and cognitive based differentiator. It can 

be seen that Indoor Air Quality plays a vital role to consumers, because based on a study done my Harris 

Interactive Survey (2008), 69% of consumers prefer to buy IAQ Certified products. 

 

5) QUICK SUMMARY: 

PRODUCTS WITH GREENGUARD GOLD CERTIFICATION:  

• Meets stricter criterion than UL Ecologo or Green Seal regarding VOC emissions, as well as other 
chemical emissions in the Indoor Air Environment. 

• Lower VOC’s levels than other green certified products 

• Helps improve indoor air quality 

• Can reduce absenteeism 

• Can improve productivity and learning 

• Can improve health 
̶ Can help prevent or lower asthma attack 
̶ Prevent irritant triggers (eyes, nose, throat, rashes etc) 

• Referenced and Recognized by: The Collaborative for High Performance Schools (CHPS)’ and the 
‘Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design’ (LEED) Building Rating System. 
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6) WHAT AVMOR PRODUCTS ARE GREENGUARD GOLD CERTIFIED? 

PRODUCTS 
HOURS 

EXPOSED* 

EMISSION 
FACTORS 

µg/m2•hr 

PREDICTED EXPOSURE  
CONCENTRATION VOC LEVELS 

GREENGUARD 
GOLD 

UL ECOLOGO 

µg/m3** ppm 

EP61 GLASS AND SURFACE CLEANER 
4 hrs BQL <4 <0.003 

0 3 3 
14 hrs BQL <4 <0.003 

EP69 GLASS AND SURFACE CLEANER 
4 hrs BQL <4 <0.003 

0 3 3 
14 hrs BQL <4 <0.003 

BLUE SUFFF 
4 hrs BQL <4 <0.003 

0 3 3 
14 hrs BQL <4 <0.003 

EP50 CLEANER DISINFECTANT 
4 hrs 9.6 10 N/A Dil: 0.014%  

Conc: 1.85% 3 3 
14 hrs BQL <4 N/A 

EP64 NEUTRAL PH MULTI-USE 
CLEANER – RTU 

4 hrs BQL <4 <0.003 
0 3 3 

14 hrs BQL <4 <0.003 

EP64 NEUTRAL PH  
MULTI-USE CLEANER 

4 hrs BQL <4 <0.003 
0 3 3 

14 hrs BQL <4 <0.003 

EP67 HEAVY DUTY INDUSTRIAL 
DEGREASER – RTU 

4 hrs BQL <1 <0.001 
0 3 3 

14 hrs BQL <1 <0.001 

EP67 HEAVY DUTY INDUSTRIAL 
DEGREASER 

4 hrs BQL <1 <0.001 
0 3 3 

14 hrs BQL <1 <0.001 

EP68 4 IN 1 CARPET CLEANER 
4 hrs BQL <4 <0.003 

0 3 3 
14 hrs BQL <4 <0.003 

EP74 BOWL, URINAL  
AND PORCELAIN CLEANER 

4 hrs 3.8 2 0.002 

0 3 3 
14 hrs BQL <2 

<0.002 

 

7) WHAT AVMOR PRODUCTS ARE SIMILAR IN FORMULATION THAT MAY MEET 
GREENGUARD CERTIFICATION? 

PRODUCTS VOC LEVELS 
POTENTIAL/ MEETS GREENGUARD 

CERTIFICATION 
EP65 GENERAL PURPOSE CLEANER DEGREASER 0 3 

EP68 4 IN 1 CARPET CLEANER 0 3 

EP88 CAPRICE NEUTRALIZER AND SALT REMOVER 0 3 

BIOMOR CLEANER AND DEODORIZER 0 3 

 
*Exposure Hours are nominal 
**Predictions are based on standard cleaning area and surfaces with ASHRAE 2.1-2010 ventilation conditions (32m3 in volume and 0.72 ACH). 
BQL: Below Quantifiable Level 


