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HOW CLEAN IS YOUR WORK SPACE?

Workplace equipment can be

dirtier than the average 
toilet seat

400 times
There are

microbes on the typical 
office keyboard

16 million
Only

of offices sufficiently clean 
their equipment

3%

THE FILTHY FACTS

The typical office worker’s 
hands come in contact with

Your desk is 

Almost

1 in 5 office 
workers

bacteria per day
less hygienic than the 
average kitchen table

of workers wipe down 
ocassionally

never clean their 
keyboards

never clean their 
computer mouse

sanitize their keyboard 
less than once per month

employees say 
that they eat at 

their desk

never clean 
their desk 

before eating

are a common 
source of bacteria

10 million 100 times 75%

11%

20%

46%

2 out of 3 (60%)

Crumbs

Cleaning hands after using 
the toilet can

A shocking

said they only used water 
to wash their hands

of us have faecal bacteria 
on our hands

admit to not washing their 
hands after using the toilet

reduce 
contamination by 10%

30%

26%

32%

HOW DOES YOUR KEYBOARD BECOME DIRTY?
UNWASHED HANDS EATING AT YOUR DESK DO YOU CLEAN YOUR DESK?

HIGH GERM ZONES

VS

Toilet seats

per square inch
49 microbes

Office telephones

per square inch
25, 127 microbes

Keyboards

per square inch
3, 295 microbes

Computer mouse

per square inch
1, 676 microbes

of break room sink-faucet 
handles

of keyboards

of microwave door handles of computer mice

of refrigerator door handles

of desk 
phones

91% 69%

80% 51%
69%

51%

of water fountain buttons53%
of coffee pots and dispensers48%
of vending machine buttons43%

BREAK ROOM DESK

WHAT IS “OFFICIALLY DIRTY” IN YOUR OFFICE?
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harbors-400-times-more-bacteria-than-average-toilet-seat.html ; www.1stcompucare.co.uk/facts ; career.answers.com/health-in-the-workplace/six-germ-ridden-places-in-your-office-and-how-to-fight-the-germs ; health.usnews.com/health-news/health-wellness/articles/2013-02/21/how-to-disinfect-germ-hot-spots ; www.ons.gov.uk/ons/rel/lmac/
sickness-absence-in-the-labour-market/2014/sty-sickness-absence.html


